
Instruction AR 6172(a) 
 
GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENT PROGRAM 
 
 
Definitions 
 
A gifted and talented student is a student enrolled in a public school who is identified as 
possessing demonstrated or potential abilities that give evidence of high performance 
capability in categories selected by the Governing Board. 
 
A highly gifted student is one who has achieved a measured intelligence quotient of 150 or 
more points on an assessment of intelligence administered by qualified personnel or has 
demonstrated extraordinary aptitude and achievement in language arts, mathematics, science, 
or other academic subjects, as evaluated and confirmed by both the student's teacher and 
principal. Highly gifted students shall generally constitute not more than one percent of the 
student population. 
 
A special day class for gifted and talented students consists of one or more classes totaling a 
minimum school day where each class: 
 
1. Is composed of students identified as gifted and talented 
 
2. Is designed to meet the specific academic needs of gifted and talented students for 

enriched or advanced instruction and is appropriately differentiated from other classes 
in the same subjects at the school 

 
3. Is taught by a teacher who has specific preparation, experience, personal attributes, 

and competencies in the teaching of gifted children 
 
A part-time grouping is one in which students attend classes or seminars that are organized 
to provide advanced or enriched subject matter for a part of the school day and those classes 
are composed of identified gifted and talented students. 
 
A cluster grouping is one in which students are grouped within a regular classroom setting 
and receive appropriately differentiated activities from the regular classroom teacher. 
 
Independent study provides additional instructional opportunities supervised by a certificated 
district employee through special tutors or mentors or through enrollment in correspondence 
courses specified in Education Code 51740 and 5 CCR 1633. 
 
Acceleration means that students are placed in grades or classes more advanced than those of 
their chronological age group and are provided special counseling and/or instruction outside 
the regular classroom in order to facilitate their advanced work. 
 
Enrichment activities are supplemental educational activities that augment students' regular 
educational programs in their regular classrooms. Students use advanced materials and/or 
receive special opportunities from persons other than the regular classroom teacher. 
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Program Plan 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall develop a written plan which describes the 
differentiated curricula for the program and the methods used to examine the appropriateness 
of participating students' total educational experience.  The plan shall include the components 
specified in 5 CCR 3831. 
 
In order to facilitate the needs of all students, the district has identified three magnet schools 
for the GATE program:  Cajon Park, Rio Seco, and Carlton Oaks schools.  In keeping with 
the district's open enrollment policy, GATE students may attend any of the three magnet 
schools based upon parent request and space availability.  If space is a consideration at a 
particular grade level at a school, the school and district will make every effort to expand 
offerings at the requested site or offer a placement at another GATE site.  Siblings of 
identified students are also able to enroll at the magnet sites. 
 
Whenever a school's GATE program is incorporated into School-Based Program 
Coordination, its school site council shall address the needs of GATE students within the 
school's single plan for student achievement. 
 
Identification of Gifted and Talented Students 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall design methods to seek out and identify gifted and 
talented students from varying linguistic, economic, and cultural backgrounds whose 
extraordinary capacities require special services and programs. 
 
Students may be recommended for the GATE program by administrators, teachers, 
counselors, other staff, or parents/guardians.  Parent/guardian consent shall be obtained 
before administering any assessments for the sole purpose of identifying students for this 
program. 
 
Students shall be selected for the program based on their demonstrated or potential ability for 
high performance in categories identified by the Board, as evidenced by any of the following 
indicators: 
 
The district uses multiple instruments and procedures to identify GATE students.  Students 
qualify based on multiple measures that include California Standards Test (CST), district 
assessment data, the RAVEN Standard Progressive Matrices (RAVEN), and Gifted Behavior 
Characteristics teacher checklist. A committee, including the site administrator and 
certificated personnel, make a recommendation on individual student eligibility to the 
Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, who is the district's GATE coordinator.  
The Assistant Superintendent reviews recommendations and makes the final determination as 
to eligibility and designation.  Site administrators, teachers, and support personnel routinely 
receive training in the identification process. 
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Final determination of a student's eligibility shall be made by the Superintendent or designee. 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall base his/her decision upon the evaluation of pertinent 
evidence by the principal or designee, a classroom teacher familiar with the student's work, 
and, when appropriate, a credentialed school psychologist. An individual recognized as an 
expert in the gifted and talented category under consideration, and/or an individual who has 
in-depth understanding of the student's linguistic or cultural group, shall participate in the 
evaluation of the evidence unless there is no doubt as to the student's eligibility. These 
persons may review screening, identification, and placement data in serial order and shall be 
required to meet only as necessary to resolve any differences in assessment and 
recommendations. 
 
In reviewing evidence of a student's abilities, the Superintendent or designee also shall 
consider the economic, linguistic, and cultural characteristics of the student's background 
and, when appropriate, studies of the factors contributing to the student's underachievement, 
including handicapping or disadvantaged conditions. 
 
Prior to a student's participation in the program, the Superintendent or designee shall obtain 
written consent from the student's parent/guardian. 
 
If the Superintendent or designee determines that a student is not eligible, the student's 
parent/guardian may appeal the decision. The Superintendent or designee may use a 
committee, including the district's GATE coordinator and certificated personnel, to review 
the student's evidence and determine whether the initial identification decision should be 
reversed.  
 
The Superintendent or designee shall consider identifying for the district's GATE program 
any student who has transferred from another district in which he/she was identified as a 
GATE student. 
 
Because students who do not initially meet district criteria for the GATE program may 
become eligible at a later grade level, the district may re-examine student eligibility 
whenever the district receives a referral through the process noted above or the 
Superintendent or designee determines it to be in the student's best interest. 
 
Once identified as a GATE student, a student shall remain eligible even though services 
provided to the student may change.   
 
Professional Development Competencies for Gate Teachers 
 
The district believes that all children deserve the highest quality of instruction possible and 
that such instruction will only occur when teachers are aware of and able to respond to the 
unique qualities and characteristics of the students they instruct.  Gifted and talented students 
present a particular challenge. 
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To receive certification as an instructor of GATE students, teachers of gifted and talented 
students in the State of California must fulfill established district criteria.  All teachers whose 
assignment is the education of gifted and talented students are requested to have 
demonstrated appropriate characteristics, knowledge and skills related to the field of 
education of the gifted.  A teaching assignment designated as a cluster or part-time grouping 
(two or more periods) of gifted students would require certification. 
 
This certification may be met by: 
 
1. Completion of a Masters degree in Gifted Education from an accredited university, or 
 
2. Completion of a Special Education Specialist Credential (gifted) program approved 

by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing, or 
 
3. Demonstrated knowledge and skill gained through experience and/or inservice 

education, which are certified by the Principal and the Assistant Superintendent of 
Educational Services as being adequate to the teaching assignment. 

 
In addition to one of the above, the candidate will demonstrate the following competencies as 
part of the regular teacher evaluation process.  These competencies, in addition to those 
required for good teaching and learning in general, such as modeling openness, curiosity and 
enthusiasm, are necessary for teachers of gifted and talented students. 
 
1. Relating effectively and positively to the individual needs of the students and their 

parents.  
 
2. Utilizing the knowledge of characteristics of gifted and talented students in 

developing and implementing qualitatively different learning experiences. 
 
3. Developing learning experiences/asking questions which are open-ended, requiring 

students to generalize, compare and contrast, debate, apply and evaluate. 
 
4. Utilizing interests and talents of individual students in planning and implementation 

of curriculum. 
 
5. Building from the base program a variety of curricular experiences, which provide 

advanced learning opportunities for students. 
 

6. Creating and utilizing a written plan, which identifies annual objectives, activities and 
strategies for gifted learners. 
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Upon completion of a successful experience with gifted and talented children, the candidate 
will receive a final GATE Certification Completion Letter.  Certification processes and 
placement of certification information will be implemented as provided in the Administrative 
Regulations. 
 
GATE Professional Development 
 
Ongoing professional development is essential for the full duration of one’s teaching 
experience with gifted and talented students.  Once GATE certification is received, yearly 
staff development, necessary to meet state and district requirements, is required in order for 
certification to remain valid.   
 
Teachers will participate in conferences or institutes at a minimum number of hours outlined 
in the Administrative Regulations. 
 
Professional development competencies will include the following: 
 
1. Knowledge and understanding of the generally recognized characteristics, and special 

needs, both cognitive and affective, of gifted students. 
 
2. Knowledge needed to implement a range of recommended instructional strategies for 

differentiating the core curriculum; acceleration/pacing, depth, complexity and 
novelty. 

 
3. Familiarity with the relevance of cultural, ethnic and socio-economic factors in 

relation to assessment and achievement for the individual needs of the gifted. 
 
4. Knowledge of the District’s GATE identification process and procedures. 
 
5. Knowledge of assessment used to evaluate the progress of gifted students. 
 
6. Familiarity with California state regulations relative to GATE. 
 
7. Familiarity with a variety of resources to share with parents to support their gifted 

student at home. 
 
8. Familiarity of knowledge of effective communication with parents of gifted students. 
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